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PRESENT 
Cllr Jennifer McGee (Chair), Cllr Gerry Price, Cllr George McCreedy, Cllr Eileen Burt 
 
No apologies were received. 
 
1. Essity Prudhoe Miners Race 2017 
a) The report of the meeting on 6th September was AGREED as a true record by Cllrs Eileen Burt 

and Gerry Price. 
 
b) The only matter discussed that would not be covered elsewhere was the cost of medals and 

whether in view of escalating costs a further sponsor should be sought. 
 
c) Road Closure and Marshals 
Cllr Jennifer McGee stated that everyone had the feedback that had been provided from marshals 
and they were all saying the same thing, that the lack of a race briefing beforehand was a big failing, 
as well as the fact that marshals had waited around for as long as they could, then struggled to get to 
their points in time for the start. 
 
Cllr Eileen Burt described that she was at the bottom of Beaumont Way with John Eden and that the 
road was closed at 9:50 am which she considered too early.  As a result Julie Fleck, who was a 
marshal, was being told she could not pass, even though she needed to get to Highfield Lane. 
 
It was AGREED that moving forward a briefing sheet should be communicated beforehand as 
suggested at the last meeting and that the briefing should be delegated to another.  Cllr George 
McCreedy stated that time and again the same issues are identified, adding that the race should run 
like clockwork after five years. 
 
Cllr Jennifer McGee highlighted the safety issues at the end of the race which have been identified by 
Cllr Russ Greig.  Cllr Eileen Burt said she did not notice an issue with space but that all these issues 
would need to be raised with Richard Hunter who was responsible for health and safety. 
 
Another marshal had raised an issue with the fact that the tail vehicle overtook the last runner.  The 
administrator confirmed that this had happened in previous years also. 
 
With regards to the road closure, the administrator reported that she felt it unlikely the council would 
get the closure again as Northumberland County Council were opposed to it due to it passing through 
the Front Street twice, they would prefer to take runners through the Oakland’s. 
 
Cllr Jennifer McGee asked if there were any other road races in Tynedale where this would be the 
case.  Cllr George McCreedy suggested that runners could take a right off Highfield Lane and 
continue up South Road, the onto Moor Road, they could run through the new Gentoo site and from 
the bottom of Prudhoe Hospital Drive they would turn left onto the A695 and then onto Eastwood 
Road to continue the usual route.  The administrator commented that this would be a beautiful route 
and the developers may be very supportive as it would open up the site and potential to sell homes.  
It was AGREED that the group should meet with Kris Westerby in the New Year, at the earliest 
opportunity.  It was also AGREED that road closure instructions should be sought from Kris 
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Westerby and the Highways Team for every eventuality; it would be preferable to deal with Highways 
directly. 
 
The administrator commented that she had enlisted more marshals than in previous years all of 
whom had been asked if they would marshal at the Riverside also, however, most of those who went 
to the Riverside were overlooked and not used.  In view of previous years issues, it would have been 
fortuitous to line the route with as many marshals as possible and it was disappointing that they were 
simply standing around at the race finish.  The administrator advised that she was not aware what 
happened at the start of the junior race as she was still at the Riverside Hut giving out numbers. 
 
d) Timing of races and prize giving  
It was agreed by all in attendance that there was much waiting around for the junior races to begin.  
Cllr Gerry Price suggested that the Junior Race could begin before all adult runners were in and that 
the track could be split.  The administrator raised that there are adult runners who also run with their 
children or wish to watch their children and that this could cause problems for families. 
 
The administrator outlined that she received a very cross response from a mother when she 
confirmed the race start times as this differed to the timings sent out by Run Northumberland.  When 
asked when the times had been changed the administrator explained that they had not as they were 
as agreed at the September meeting, therefore the times sent out must have been an error.  It was 
obvious when junior and mini run competitors collected their numbers that there had been some 
confusion about the start times and that was possible why there seemed to be a lot of waiting around. 
 
It was also discussed that the adult prize giving could be scheduled for 11:00 am as clearly 1st, 2nd 
and 3rd would be in by then. 
 
Cllr Gerry Price stated that he firmly believed that there should be a prize given over to the 2nd and 3rd 
male and female in the adult races, as is the case for the children’s races.  Cllr Gerry Price described 
that he felt extremely embarrassed that there was nothing on the day and he asked the administrator 
to arrange prizes afterwards, for which he has received an email of thanks from one of the 
competitors. 
 
Cllr Eileen Burt responded that it would be worth finding out what other races do.  Cllr Gerry Price felt 
strongly that it was important that there was some consistency and the Mayoral Allowance paid for 
this year and if a problem he would personally pay in future years.  It was AGREED that respectable 
trophies around the £15-£20 mark would be sourced for 2nd and 3rd places in future years.     
 
Cllr Jennifer McGee formally thanked Prudhoe Community Charity Shop for their contribution over 
the years and especially this year when it appeared they had paid for the 2 winning cups as well as 
the children cups. 
 
The administrator advised that families of children competing commented that the wide age 
categories were slightly off-putting and that there may be more appeal if a 13 year-old was not 
expected to compete with a 17 year-old. 
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The administrator asked if in view that the shields would no longer be used for the Miners Race, 
could these be donated to Prudhoe Waterworld for the school swimming galas as they were in need 
of a new one. 
 
e) Race Analysis 
It was AGREED that a race analysis would be carried out together with Richard Hunter and Amy 
Maughan. 
 
f) School Entries  
St Matthew’s RC Primary School won with a staggering 26% of their school roll entering the race.  
The administrator explained that Mrs Patricia Hatherley had encouraged participation and had 
enthusiastically suggested an after-school running club in the run-up to the event.  All agreed that it 
only took one person to motivate.  Additionally, this was one of the schools that Holly Kelleher had 
visited. 
 
Prudhoe Castle First School and Prudhoe West First School also had a much higher participation 
than in previous years and this was believed to be as a direct result of Holly Kelleher’s visits. 
 
It was discussed that 79 out of the total 135 were from schools in the Prudhoe Partnership, this was 
very welcome news. 
 
It was agreed that Cllr Gerry Price would arrange to visit St. Matthew’s RC Primary School to present 
their winning cheque. 
 
g) Financial Review 
It was AGREED to ask the cost of purchasing 1000 medals now for use in future years and to add to 
those in stock as the administrator advised that there could be an economy to ordering in bulk. 
 
It was AGREED, as suggested above, to inquire about slightly less expensive trophies. 
 
Although the bottled water is expensive, it was AGREED to continue with sports caps. 
 
It was AGREED that Richard Hunter should be asked to explain some of the stated costs of the race, 
in particular, the x5 staff on the day and other incidentals. 
 
Cllr Eileen Burt commented that it was strange that Richard Hunter had so much to do on the day if 
he had 5 paid members of staff. 
 
It was AGREED that the Town Council could look at another partner taking the race forward; 
Tynedale Harriers and Prudhoe Plodders were mentioned and if anyone else would have the 
capacity to take the race forward.   
 
Cllr Eileen Burt stated that she thought Richard Hunter was Chair of Tynedale Harriers (this was later 
confirmed).   
 
It was AGREED to be straight with Richard Hunter that the Town Council do have concerns about 
the management of the race and to arrange a meeting in February 2018. 
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Cllr Eileen Burt stated that she was less concerned with the net cost of the race and more concerned 
about the fact that it is not managed well. 
 
2. Christmas Lights Switch-On 
Everyone was happy with the arrangements thus far for the Christmas Lights Switch-On, on Friday 
24th November, from 5:00 pm till 6:30 pm. 
 
Cllr Jennifer McGee stated that she would like to see a reference to Henry Travers ‘It’s a wonderful 
life’ and had previously discussed purchasing small hand bells which £100 had been committed for. 
 
It was AGREED that the administrator would liaise with Cllr Jennifer McGee regarding this fitting into 
the schedule. 
 
3.  2018/19 Budget   
It was AGREED that a budget of £10,000 should be proposed for 2018/19. 
 
 


